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A Commendable Reversal

WHEN the Administrative Board, at a

meeting last week, refused the plea of
Richmond women for permission to hold (he
Red Cross ball in the First Regiment Armory-
The Times-Dispatch expressed the opinion
that this action would meet with strong
public disapproval, and that the board, after
opportunity for that sob< r second thought
the moralists so commend, would suffer a

change of heart.
It is highly gratifying to have observed

the verification of both of these prophecies.
thf first immediately and the second after
only such reasonable indulgence in by-play
and folderol as permitted the board, without
loss of what the Chinese call '"laco," to re¬
verse its earlier action.
Now that permission has boon granted, it

is for Richmond to give every assistance to
the sponsors of the enterprise in making the
baM a .success. War-stricken Europe's need
is very groat and very pressing, and (he Red
Cross is responding with every particle of
its resources and its strength. To help such
a cause is a privilege and an opportunity
that Richmond should not, and will not.
neglect.

Inventors, Attention!

SUNDAY newspapers have to he stinted by
hand. That is.the various parts of

the big weekly edition o£ a daily are put to¬
gether by human labor. Some of these days
there will be an automatic stuffer, attached to
the press, which will lilt the parts to be in-
serted and throw them into the proper fold
as the paper comes olT the press. Thin will
revolutionize one phase of newspaper pub¬
lishing.
The cook in the kitchen has to watch her

turkey or roast with tender care. She must
open the oven just so often and baste, and
turn around, and fuss until the turkey or
roast responds to the fork test. Some of
these days some one will invent a self-basting
and cookiug thing for turkeys and roasts
that will automatically turn off the gas when'
the turkey or roast is exactly done.
A projectile has just been invented that

will go twenty-five miles through the air.
but the gun lives only twenty shots, and it
costs a great fortune to use it twenty times,
Some of these days some one. will invent a |
projectile that will fly twelve and one-half
miles, then turn around, return to the start-
ing point and dismount the battery that
sent it.

The first two inventions will help a lot. j
The third one mentioned, if it will apply to
all bullets, projectiles, shells and torpedoes,
will be a great argument In favor of peace.
Here are three opportunities for inventors,
and of the three, we rather like the fantastic
possibilities for good sugij^sted >n the last. ;

Suspense
r"pHERl£ isn't a boy in Christendom who
I wouldn't rather take his whipping at
once than know that It was coming and he
would get it some time within the next few
lays. Suspense, the agony of waiting, is
one of the worst features of punishment de¬
ferred. The punishment itself, when it
comes, isn't half as bad as it seemed, just
as all our troubles in life boil down to rela¬
tively little when we stop worrying about
rind actually encounter them.

There must be a lot of suspense in London.
Certainly, on tins able-of the water, several
thousand miles away, and with little direct
interest in the matter, we who read daily
.hat Zeppelin is arranging an aerial attack
with a fleet of from forty to 100 dirigibles
feel some of it. Then what must be the sus¬
pense on the actual ground, in the path of the
threatened invasion? Add to this Zeppelin
threat the talk of that marvelous gun that
>'111 throw a devastating projectile twentj-
ve miles across the channel, and the 10nglish

people have enough to spoil their appetites.
It may be. after all. that the aerial flee?

will never materialize and the twenty-five-
mile gun will never ussault. It even may
be that before the scheduled attacks peace
-teps will be taken. And it may be that the
count and the gunmuker are only holding
"onversation with their dream friends. And
yet. remembering that the warlike Ilcrnhanii
foretold just what the German submarines
were going to do and have partially done, the
situation is not such a pleasant one.

Aren't the English people wishing that
Zeppelin and the gunmaker would come on
and do it. and have it over with?

What b ibe (icrmim I'laii?

<<\Y/ HAT imp of perversity." exclaims theVv New York World "tempted the Ger¬
man ambassador to raise the issue of the
don roe Doctrine and assert Germany's right
to invade Canada?"
Nobody knows, ot course, save Count voh

llernstorff and those exceedingly acute gen-
tlemen of tie Germ-.i Foreign Ollice who
direct his utterances, but there are a good
many reasons to suspect that this is just a
part of a campaign that has been i: opera¬
tion for several weeks a campaign of
chicane, of terrorum. waged, not b> arms,

'but by speech and vague insinuation, de.

signed to chock British plant* to reinforce the )allied armies In France and Belgium.
For weeks the censors In Germany have

been permitting the dispatch of telegrams to jthe ell'e-ct that, the Kaiser contemplated tlio
immediate invasion of England; that a great [Meet of Zeppelins and other aerial craft was
being collected to assist this purpose, and
that the Krupp works ut Essen wore turning !
out new and even more dreadful siege gunp,
capable of sending their shells across the »

chnnnol.
t)f course, all this was ridiculoui. So i

loftg as the British lleet is in existence, tier-
many will no moro contemplate seriously the I
invasion of England t!jan she will the in-
vasion of Mars.and one would not be much |
less dilticuli than the other. Moreover, if
the plan actually were being considered, no
hint or intimation of it would ever be per¬
mitted to got beyond the German frontier
until the transports Were ready to sail.
Whether the British War Office has been

impressed by these threats is uncertain, but
there can be no uncertainty that the British
populace has been sufficiently wrought up.
Is it not quite impossible that the whole
campaign of terrorism is intended to frighten
Britain into keeping its levies at home, in- jstead of sending them to France? In the jmeantime, the German armies might batter
France into submission.
And if this be the correct theory as to

the minors of an invasion of England, may
not Count von BernstorfY's talk of an in- J
vasion of Canada be ascribed to a similar
purpose? Is it not worth while to frighten
Canada as well as the mother country?

It is difficult to tind any other reasonable
explanation. The German ambassador is not
a child, nor an intellectual weakling, but ;
one of the ablest and most astute members of I
the Kaiser's diplomatic corps. When he jtalks it is for a purpose.not merely for the I
pleasure he derives from his own vocal'utter-
ances.. He understands as well as another J
that threats to invade Canada would increase j
this country's resentment, against Germany,
and would not. without sufficient reason or
promise of prolit. indulge in such public
fulminations.
The fact is, Germany is at the climax of

her war strength. In three months of war
she lias failed to carry out the plan of bring¬
ing France to her knees, on which the em¬
pire's whole military policy was barfed. Ger¬
many must conquer quickly or not at all,
and to conquer she must take her foes in
order. If she can discourage Bruaio from
extending further assistance in France, her
task will be simplified to that extent.

Getting 011 Guard

THERhl is not a little sympathy through-
out tlio country with Representative

Gardner, of Massachusetts, wh'o intends to
push his resolution for an investigation of
our army and navy equipment for dofense.
Such an investigation would not he neces¬
sary in a country constantly on the alert,
but in our continued security, with no near
neighbors desirous of territorial expansion
or able to force it. 110 matter how eager, we
have taken things for granted, and have not
faced the need.
Now. however, with the German ambas¬

sador declaring that Germany would be
justilled in attaching Canada on our north,
with Texas and Arizona facing border
ruffians of Mexico on the south and predicting
trouble in that, direction, and with the grow¬
ing problems of maintaining our neutrality
without sacrificing or impairing self-respect,
it is about time lo know what we have.-
not for use, but as a matter of Information.

In what shape would this country lie to
take a strong stand in Mexico, preserve
order 011 our northern borders and hold our
possessions in the Pacific, slumld this triple
demand come at any time? Supposing wo
are not now in the best possible shape for
defense or aggression in . our policing dis¬
trict, how long would it require to prepare?
With the utmost possible patriotism that
could raise a volunteer army of 500,000 with
one wave of the (lag, what would he that
army's relative efficiency in the field? Are
our standing forces equipped with the latest
and best machinery? What have we in the
way of aerial and submarine branches?
These are pertinent inquiries, and would be

in times of peace. The country should take
some stock of its equipment. It could do
no harm, and might be of incalculable
benefit.

Kuhhing It In

TllK postmaster at Colton, Utah, lias re-
tainted a lawyer to help him quit his

job. He doesn't like it. Running a store, the
increase in mail matter under parcel post
distribution has forced him to put his own
goods outside to make room for the mail.
He can't handle the business with profit,
and the government has declined to appoint
a successor or release him .from bond.

rtali isn't alone in this difficulty. A small
post-office, acting as distributing agent to
rural freesdelfvery routes, finds itself loaded,
down with business that is half parcel post,and the route driver, under bond at a con¬
tract price to handle the mail, discovers that
he is doing about twice as much work for
tin sauie money, and in many cases putting
on an extra horse and wagon at his own
expense.
The Post-Office Department, in common

with other government brancnes, is practicing
economy, and this is 110 happy time to ask
extra appropriations to meet increased cost
of tlit- post master or route man. But it does
seem unfair that 110 provision should he madeby the government to fairly remunerate the
bonded servant eauglit with extra burdenswhich were not contemplated when he took
t he contract.
Some of these days lTncle Sam will have

to face the problem fairly and squarely, andii might -as well he at once. If the bondedrural free delivery man is going to he loadeddown with extra work with 110 oxtra com¬
pensation. and especially if that loading re¬quires extra rolling stock and horse flesh atthe carrier's expense, and if the governmentis going to allow him nothing for it.well,to say the least, that is :t case of "rubbingit in."

I lean Shaller Mathews, of the 1'niversityol Chicago, refers to Baptist deacons as "fire-less cookers, warm only because they happento Ik- heated." If the dean should ever findhimsell in a deacons' convention, he mightMid occasion to revise his judgment.

Nothing has been heard recently 01 theRussian troops that were sent from Archangelthrough Great lirituin to France, but (Jer-iuuri> is still transporting submarines by rail
111 almost every part of l£urop<

("olouel Koos'nelt. who in the last year hasbeen making his way from the first pages ofHie newspapers to the last, promises to dis-
tppear permanently after November :i.

SONGS AND SAWS
Why the IluNlf

"Oh, why till* eloufl of dust and dirt?"
The wcnUerlnK visitor inquired.

"That's not enough," he hoard, "to hurt.
Hesjdc.s, our Street Department's tired.

1st Richmond dust's sin Institution
And we don't intrnl the street's pollution."

The I'rnnluilMt Snyft:
This is not such bad weather, and tho tansand snap in tho air arc far from unpleasant.jhut why doesn't somebody invent odorless nioth-

liiterferrnee.
Site.Do you think we'll

catch the train?
lie.We may, but if wo do

it will not be tho fault of the
styles in woman's .dross,
which keep you from step¬
ping mori' than six inch'** at
a time. .

;

Very Or>.
"Just how ili<i llal Flood cast his vote'.''
We hear the anxious people cry.

Anon we hear Hal's clarion note:
"Who? ^1'"" You l»<:t I voted 'dry.' "

\ early So.
St abbs De you really believe Uiis I>ti11«.-> > ou|sent me is honest'.'
Grubbs.Well, reasonably honest, but wlion-1

ever lie's around you had better hold your
breath. He might run away with it.

I'nete /.iii'Ii'n lMillomipli j
Wenebber yob see or cullud pussou -conic sidlln

down do road, wld lie haul on onu side and'
feddors stickin outer his back pocket, dar's
swine »er ehleeken fer dltimth at dat man's
house di» nex day.

nlorx nml Hutu.
I-Ycshloigh. Do you think a cretitle.uiato should

lake otT ills hat itt ati elevator when ladies nrejpresent? %

.Miss O'Type < with emphasis and biting sar¬
casm). 1 never knew, a gentleman who would
think of iloinii anything else.

It l'njN.
There was a man in our town
And he was wondrous wise.

lie took this for his wisdom's crown:
"It pays to advertise."

For broadcloth coat and velvet gown
Folks thronged unto bis store,

And while he salted shekels down
lle'd advertise some more.

T11 IS TATTL.HK,

Chats With Virginia Editors
.

The editor of the Covington Virginian, who jis 'comparatively fresh from sophisticated cir-I
eles in Kentucky, remarks, cynically; "Our
kooiI old friend, the editor of the Clifton Forge'Rye-View,' tells the highwayman editor of
The T.-R that lie wouldn't know 'a bob-tailed!
straight' if lie met it in the middle of Hie road."
The species is regarded as not entitled to recog-
nition hereabouts.

The galled jade winces. This is from the
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot: " 'Anything called a
joint," say* The Times-Dispatch, 'If peculiarly
alluring in Norfolk.' Particularly to visitors
from Richmond.'' Xatural curiosity, if the V.-P.
speaks advisedly.' Nothing like that on view-
here.

While Governor Stuart is battliiiK for the
Democracy on the tiring line in the Ninth Dls-
trict. enveloped in the dust and din of the con-jfliet, tils secretary lolls in the upper chamber
of the citadel, with the drawbridge lowered to
span trtc moat, and receives complimentary
mention in Kditor Bertha Robinson's Orange
Observer to this effect: "Dear Governor Stuart
says that it will never do in the world to com¬
pliment Secretary Forward, becausc it will
turn his head. Well, we just can't help that!
We are bound to say that he Is too handsome!
and nice for anything!" Perhaps it is Alex- }
antler's political complexion that wins the ad-
miration of Kditor Bertha. Milt Fling Is of
quite another political complexion. See what,;
she says of hint: "Milton Fling is a candidate!
for Congress in this district, but after Novem¬
ber 3d, his name will be changed to 'Milton
Flung."

"It would l>e a shame to allow lite trees of
Xoi'folk to be destroyed* by the San .lose scale
for the lack of a small appropriation," the Nor-
folk I.edgor-Dispatoh calls out in apprehension, !
intimating Its fear that the appropriation will
weij-'li light on the scale.

The '"Do Your Christmas Shopping Now" ex-
hortation, to which some of the Virginia pa-
pers are giving voice unusually early this year. Jliu.s not reached Danville. The Register, which jis Ii'm- excited about it, thus enjoins its readers:
"It may be worth while to remind the public jthat Christmas is nut sixty days in the future.!
and that it is high time now to begin to ac- i
cumulate the funds wivh which to make Christ- i
mas happy for the household.'' The Register
is obviously no friend of the credit system.

Current Editorial Comment
Sir Rdward Grey's announce-

Kcussiuinti mt?nl ">;,t 'misers will
r. not interfere? with shipments ofto (irowPl'S cotton is 110 particular concessionof Cotton. so filt as j>)0 principle involved

i* concerned. It would require a
fearfully rigid and far-searching theory to
imagine any use of war that would make
cotton even conditional contraband. But be-
vond that the British mills will want to
buy our cotton nearly as uutc.h as our cotton
: ai'sers will want to sell it. Of Ureal Britain's
consumption in late y<tar>" alioiit fotir-tifths came
from the United States. It is by no means im¬
possible that hy the time, the war is over the
demand from Great Britain and France may
have become more imperative than the desire
to sell front the United States. N'overUie-
lcss it is reassuring to hear that there
will It no interference with cotton exportation.
Neutral vessels laden with cotton to neutral
ports will not he interfered with, British and
French vessels laden to British ami French ports
will not bo disturbed by British and .French!cruisers. The German commerce destroyers may
try to reach them; but in doing so they must
come into the more traveled parts of the Atlantic
and Increase iheir chances of capture. With
tli< comparative safety of the North Atlantic!and the entire safety of neutral vessels, the
movement of cotton should increase, from its
present low level to something in the vicinityof normal..Pittsburgh Dispatch. I

James \V. Gerard, United Staton'
\,lie,.Iran ambassador to Germany, and
Diplomats
,r \ . -mn later to i.elprium, made ai* t it til | . It. m,.;it team, of which all America

.should be proud. The humiini-
tariati diplomacy which they have exercised is,without adequate precedent, just as the condi-tioiis of the present Kuropeau war are withoutprecedent Belgians by hundreds of thousands are
on the point of starvation. Food cannot come in bywater, because German- sl.i|«s are in tliojway. Germany professes anxiety to preventthe starvation, but pleads lack of supplies her¬self NVhitloek cuts the Gordlan knot, lie calls |in Gurard's assistance aiul asks Berlin t<> grant'«afe conduct for foods from Fngland, sent toBelgium. The Kaiser consents, on condition that
every bak of grain be sealed by the Americanconsulate in London, and go only to Belgium.Then through a iclief committee. W'hitlock sue-1
ceeds m arranging the purchase, in Kngkuul, of10,000 tons of cereals and for having the food jshipped at once. Gerard's tact lias made theplan feasible. Credit is due to him. And lieitas' just scored worthily' in another phase ofwar's disturbances, of which-he may hn equallyproud. Germany bus consented to let all French
persons and all British subjects over fifty-five
years of ago or under sixteen years return to

their respective countries. That will mean much
to noncombatnnts caught In Germany when war
wns declared. "Wo tako our hats off to Gerardand Whltloek. TUoy ntand for the very highestexpression of what la best hi Americanism..
Brooklyn Kagle.

Already there Is talK? of peace.
"What Was Thousands of lives have been

I Orvinir destroyed, millions of dollars of
*» *.>« property wiped out, and great artAbout. treasures lost to the world: and

yet In no sense Is anythingsettled. The fact Is, there seems to ba nothingto settle. The little fellow suddenly stoppedcrying and asked, "Mamma, what was I cryingabout?" Contending nations may well ask whythey arc fighting. Some one has likened the
present situation 10 a poker game with all the| European countries "sittln* In." Home one accusedj another of cheating, hands went to hip-pocketsand the ruolee conuncncod. Innocent bystanders,the "United States among them, have suffered,and the spectacle is one to flush the countenanceof this twentieth century civilisation with In-
erudicable shame. Hesldo the contending foes
are two invisible elements that must be forever
crushed/.imperialism that thwarts the will ofthe common people, and militarism that nurtures

i unrest and engenders war. Whichever partywins in the frightful contest, these two productsof hell must bo destroyed, and if President Wll-
son can bo n factor In bringing to pass such aculmination of the cataclysmic disturbances, howill require no further credential for an 1m-
perishable name..Northwestern Christian Ad-
vocate. .

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From tiie Richmond Dispatch, Oct. IIS, 1804. jJjNight before Inst the enemy threw across ro jthe north side of James ltiver at Deep Bottom

a heavy column of troops, numbering from13.000 to 20,000, some syy 30,000. About 0 o'clock
yesterday morning: a general activity was mani-
fested along the enemy's entire front or. the)north sidy, and shortly after they made a demon
stratlon in force against our extreme lett on
the Charles City Road, four miles below this
city. The Confederates opened on them with
artillery at long range. The Federal skirmishers'
continued to advance, and from time to time
were driven buck, but each time they renewed
the attack, katcr in the day the enemy made
a show of advance on our whole front line, but
were everywhere checked and repulsed by tti<-
artillery and skirmishers. At nightfall tie
Federals ceased their attacks.
The advices from Petersburg yesterday

v.igii^ and very unsatisfactory, coming :. 11
gether by excited passengers who came nvc
on the evening train. These reported that ..
severe hattlo was fought yesterday on the jDoydton I'lank Road, seven miles southwest of
Petersburg, that the enemy several times at- jtacked our intronchtncnts, but were each timoirepulsed with heavy losses. These reports lack
confirmation. i
One piece of sa'd news from Petersburg that,

lin.i boen continued is that Prigadler-GeneralDen-ring, of the Confedora te cavalry, was killed I
in the fighting yesterday. General bearing was!
one of the youngest ollieors in the Confederate
army, perhaps tlie very youngest general. beingonly twenty-two years of agu, He wan n cadqtat West Point, but made his way South and
enlisted in the artillery. 1IW Conspicuousbravery caused his rapid promotion, and a few
months aeo he became a brigadier in the caval.*y
arm of the service. General Hearing was fromCampbell County, Va.
A telegram was received last r.isht fromChafttn'K Muff saying the enemy was repulsedin quite a severe !ij:hi on the WilliamsburgRoad yesterday. Four, stands of colors and 100

prisoners were captured No other particulars'of Uie lliiht were received.
hast Wednesday t'olonol Moiliy attacked aheavily guarded supply train on the road be¬

tween Winchester and Martinshurg. A livelylight ensued, but, finding that the train wasguarded by a force greatly .superior to his,Mosli.v retired and did not succeed in destroyingthe train, as was his intention.
General Dick Taylor has assumed command ofGeneral S. D. Uoo'f corps in llood's army. Gen¬eral Lee has been trnnsferr<".i to the MississippiDepartment.
General Forrest is operating succcssfuly onthe Tennessee River below Florence, Ala. He

says the State of Tennessee shall have a fairpresidential election .or none nt all. Just whath« means by this is hard to conjecture.
The schedule of prices adopted by the VirKhviacommissioners in which the farmers arc mostInterested includes tlie following: wheat, 37 perbusht'l: Hour, 533 to 44'J per barrel; corn, $T, perbushel; meal, ?i».20; peas ami beans, $.1 perbushel. Considering the great scarcity of Con¬federate money, these figures are remarkablyliberal to the farmers.
The Richmond Theatre will be opened againto-night, the play being "Richard 111." E. R.Da It on will appear ns the Duke o! Gloster, after¬wards Kichard III.

The Voice of the People
*ii?k Antl-Mnlt'rtiKlNl MlMHnde.'wtnniln.To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.The letter headed "Antl-Suffragist Speaks"niiultt have been better headed "Anti-SuffragistMisunder*lands," We suffragists are accustomedto being misunderstood. Without knowing, shecharges that suffragists "array sexes againsteach other." Surely "her eyes are liolden" thatfillo does not know that sex antagonism liascome from those men of an tisuffrago ranks whohave resisted, cartooned and persistently mis*represented this movement for. the largerifreedom and usefulness of women?Without understanding, she charges that suf-frapists wish to "change those designed bynature to be complements into rivals and com-petitors." We are not seeking rivalry andcompetition (oh, no!) Just equality. "Kquftlityland honor by the side of husband, son, brother,!in the home, in the church, in the State." (Jod'sway. nature's way, suffragists' way.She reminds us of "the self-immolation anilthe heroism in ease of a sinking ship." We saytoo, all honor to these! and to "those win* toilfor their families." Ilut what of equal honorami opportunity for the women who toil (in thehome and out of it) for their families; and forthose who would save the little ones in the">f;ip of state," l»nt who are pushed back into]the snares of political inferiority and dishonor?Is this sex antagonism or is it lack of chivalryfor women"

.She speaks of "the lesser sacrifices in the linercourtesies of life." Her eyes are liolden that shedoes not see that these are the lot only of jtheprivileged woman. What of those women whoget neither privileges, protecting care or equalopportunities?
She remarks the "ri.eftils of men and theprivileges of women cannot long exist together." jDoes she not know that the rights of men and Ithe privileges and also tho rights of womendo exist . together In other parts of the worldwhere women vote? This faoi has passed intohistory. 1 would say to "Virginia Woman" "goand see," It is not far away, For in ten Stateswo;* cn have full suffrage, and in thirty-onethe. have, partial suffrage. Virginia will sooncatch up!

ANOT1I Kit VIItr. IXIA WOMAN.Richmond, October 27, 1014.

Queries and Answers
Pentiut Oil.

I'le'ase tell me 'where I may buy peanut oil.
Mils. M. u a.We do not give trade addresses. Yourdruggist can inform you, or we shall be gladlo send the information if you will sendstamped and addressed .envelope, for it

Curie's Neck.
l'lease tell mo the size of tin- Curio's Necklimitation.MI'S. (J.Five thousand acres.

I'll I la del plii ii n l.l tern I urr.
IMease tell me, if- you can, tin- standing»f Anthony Drexol Diddle as a writer, and what

ire his works? MISS L». D. M.Wc are not aware that he has any "atandins"it all. "The Madeira Island*." "The Froggy;'aiiy Books," "The Flowers of Life," ."ShantyTown Sketches" and "Word .for. Word" are
redited lo him -in tho lists.

A "PLACE IN THE SUN
ONK OF THIS DAY'S OUST CAll'I'OOM

Moral and Military Forces in Flanders
Heading dispatches which roflect the

official views In Paris, In London, in
Berlin, it Is plain, hns boon patent for
ten da>\,, that the operations along the
Franco-Belgian frontier, already de-
scribed as this Hattlo of Flanders. nrV
in ine widor sente critical. destined t(.
exercise* a decisive Influence upon the
progress of the groat war, Hays the New
York Evening Sun.
Yet tlie examination of the map, th<»

study of the posilhlo consequences of
considerable victory on either part, re¬
veal nothi ig which mlplit warrant anv
such vlcv from the purely militaryside.
Thus if the German advance con-

Gnues It may conceivably Isolate Dun-
kirk an>i Calais, force the French left
back until it becomes the mere con¬
tinuation of the front of the Aisnr. Itut
such a reverse, however disappointing,would have a purely limited effect uponallied fortunes. If the allies are aide
to maintain such steady and desperate
resistance on the long front from the
Oise to Belgium, it is unlikely that they
could !>.. driven, when they have eon-
eentratcd on a shorter front where they
have been able to prepare their line
during recent weeks.
Nor does the more possession of the

channel port.s by the Germans seem to
carry with It any decisive advantage.
British apprehension would doubtless
mount with German progress on the
coast. British cities ml«ht conceivably
have to nif<-t Zeppelin raids. But until jallied forces in the went ar<- crushed
and the British Meet disposed of it Jis outside of th© question to speculati¬
on (he Invasion of lOngland.
On the other hand, even if the .illies

should press their operations success¬
fully and drive the Germans from the
west, there is every present prospect
that, now that Antwerp haa fallen and
Ghent been occupied, trio Germans
would be able to maintain themselves
in a defensive position on the Scheldt
from Antwerp to Valenciennes quite as
successfully as th«\v have along the
Aisnc.

tluii is vital about the Flanders contest
is the inoin I', rather than tho military
element, and that is far more vital to
tho Germans- than the allies. In a
word, there are on all sides unmis-
takahle indications that German mill-
tury effort is approaching its inuxi-
mtiin. must in n relatlvoly .short time
assort anew the moral superiority
selxqd at tho outset or face serious
consequences.
To conceive, that the outcome of the

Plunders operation.'! will be the arrival
of a slate of balance along the Bys
and the northern frontier of France,
such as exists along the Alsne, the
most natural and logical consequence, jis to belivo that German advance from
the channel to Swlterland will present-
ly come to a complete halt. We shall
have in France the situation which ex-
istcd in Virginia, when, after three
years of war, in which the victories
and the offensive were steadily in the
possession of l-.ee, he was at last forced
to stand defensively about Richmond.
Always in viewing the present war

it is necessary to recall first that the
whole burden of German military teach-
inn has boon that the offensive was the jonly possible method of making war.
and that' German success in "the next!
war" would depend upon her ability to,
c rush her several opponents before all
of them had been able to take tho field
in full strength.
Now, so far, this war has been fought

on this principle. German teaching
followed German tradition, the drive at
Franco through Belgium In August was
the perfect application of all that Ger¬
man military writers have been ex¬
pounding for a generation.

lienr in mind, also, that from the
general to the private, this same Idea
has been hold.that to win Germany
must promptly crush France, take
Paris, hold the Republic as hostage.
Utcall that from Brussels to the gates
of Paris every whisper that came
from German quarters revealed the su-
prenio conlldonce, the universal belief
that Immediate success was in view.
Hut tho Paris campaign ended on

September 7. In tho next few. days the
German armies fell back until they
stood some seventy miles behind their
earlier positions. More than this, in
late September the allied forces began
to clearing out the northwest corner of
Franco. To meet their otTenslvo Ger¬
man troops had to bo withdrawn from
Alsace, from Lorraine, from the Alsne
front and carried far to the rear and
put in on tho new front.
For a whole month after the Battle

ot tho Marno this process continued. On
the German side it was conducted with
marvelous skill; every offensive thrust
was met and beaten down, ltut when
this had been done it was impossible to
take the offensive. From the Aisnc to
the J,ys the whole operntion resembled
that of two clhldrcn building at blocks
.as fast as one put a new block on Ills
tower the other responded with a sim¬
ilar movement.

Flnall>\ to escapc the sta^-. of bal¬
ance, the Germans gathered up all
available forces, seized Antwerp, boat
down thp Belgian nujsancc which was

liolrilnK army corps In chcrk. and hav-
| in« freed those troops, undertook a
dual offensive In tho extreme west.
This wriH on October 10. Hut on Oc¬
tober 26 thoy have not yot succeeded In
K.iinliiK Kround of material value be¬
tween L.llle and tho sea. A'fter more
than two week* of desperate battling
tho linen keep on swaying as they did
.ilnnst tho Alsne In September.
Now at the close of the third month

of the war Germany, by superior mob-
ilizatlon, better concentration and. on
the whole, bettor strategy. has suc-
reeded In conqui»rlrt»r Hrlglum, oeoupy-!ng n consideruhlo legion In Northern
France, pressing hard against the
eastern barrier forts along the Meuao.
But. despite all the "ud vantage* nu-
pet lor resources and better preparation
gave her she has been unable to reach
a vital point in French defense or rout
tin allied army.

All her thrusts, nave only that in
Flanders, have already been success¬
fully parried. If that enn b« checked
presently, the whole tide of German ol-
lenslve operations will come to a stand-
Mill. IJut this mean* thnt henceforth
;.ll advantage in resource* must be
with the .Alllefc. They havo r.ot been
able yet, as Germany liae, to put in the
mass of their second and third lin<*
troop*. England has a full million to
ueo in the spring. Franco has reserves
Mill unavailable because of lack of
equipment.
Germany. on the other hand, has

drawn deeply upon all lines. So far
she has met all attacks of three nat'ons
with equal numbers. Hut the pace
I Iftlnly cannot b«> maintained through
many months more. It may be doubte'l
if Germany can ever again muster
more men on her battle lines than she
l.i.F now. There Is no question btit
that 10rigland, Russia and probablyFrance will have, more troopn in the
Held in April than they have now In
October.

Plight of Cotton Growers
ICorrespondence of Associated Press. J
LONDON, October 21..Discussing theplight of American cotton growers, the

Cotton Factory Tinies, u prominent
English trade paper, says: "It Is to
ho hoped that, for their sakes as well
as iMirs, the planters will get throughwithout serious loss. The call for cot¬
ton will come In due time, and It Ik
essential in the general interest that it
should then be forthcoming in suf¬
ficient quantities, which could hardlybe the case If the growers were ruined
or very severely hit at tho presenttime."
The World Record has prepared atable, based on figures of tho.Interna¬tional Cotton Federation, which showthat about one-half of the cotton pro¬duced in America for the year endedSeptember 1, 1013, was used by thecountries now at war. Great Britain,Germany, France, Austria, Russia, Bel-glum and Japan are represented as

consuming 7,53-1,934 bales out of atotal of 14,503,757 bales. Italy, Spain.Portugal, Holland, Sweden, Denmarkand Norway, which took 1,I93,8S7 balesof cotton in 1913, are also more or less
seriously affected by tho war.
Cotton spinners at .Manchester weremuch dlsgruntled by the action of-the.Federation of Master Cotton Spinners'Associations in running short timeFor a time serious labor troublos worethreatened. Hut conditions In the cot¬

ton market have now become so hartthat complete suspension of cotton
manufacturing plants scorns imminent,unless the government finds some wayto offer relief.
Spinners are indignant over the con¬tinued closure of the Liverpool cottonmarket, and have inspired efforts toeffect direct business relations betweenthe growers and consumers of cotton,lluis eliminating the Liverpool cottondealers. The Manchester Guardian andother prominent papcrr., located incotton manufacturing centres, whileadmitting that such a plan might hedesirable, say it would require a longtime to handle cotton direct, becauseof the great amount of machinery re¬quired to take care of it properly andthe necessity for the careful gradingwhich Liverpool dealers have affordod.Speaking of the proposed elimina¬tion of Liverpool interests from the

cotton trade-, the Cotton Factory Times
says: "Cotton planters in America havealready considered the necessity of pro¬tecting themselves against tho Liver¬pool Interests, and It is reported thatthey have dccided that no eottou shallbe planted next year. Tills is, of
course, meant as a warning that iftheir stocks of materials are hot' takenoff their hands now a greatly en¬hanced price will bo charged for itlater on.
"Opinions may differ as to whether

come of the present dislocation of tradecould not be avoided, but It Ik idailybecoming more clear that there are too
many conflicting Interests at work inthe business, which makos it very dif¬ficult for trade to move, and those in¬terests seem bent on blaming eachother for Homo portion of the prcsontunsatisfactory situation."


